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Synopsis

Gunung Ledang, the highest peak located gt the land’s end of the
Asian Continent, is renowned as the abode of firellies, In that world
between darkness and Hght, legends grow,

It is so said that here, 8 Poterd’ of unsurpassed presence guards the
mythical mountain, Like the firefly, ina twinkle of an ¢ye, she comes
and poes but her presence remalng 10 the senses,

At the foothills of Gunung Ledang nestled the 150h century port of
Malaces - the Venice of the East. Sultan Mansor epltomised the height of
Malacca ‘s impertt] glory. From thee island of Java, he wedded & princess
prd from the Asiatic Mainlind he marcied 8 Chinese princess, n his
eyes They were but mere mortals, His Nnal possession that would
immaortalised him in the Annals of Kingdoms was to capiure the heart
il Puterl Gunung Ledang. He mobilised his trusted men, led by Hang
Tusah - the greatest Malay warrlor - o psk the hand of Pater Gunung
Ledang.

In their journey info the home of firellies, their senses were
shrouded by vells of (llusion and reality. Mighty Hang Tuah was
humbled by the mountain, His companion Tun Mamed braved on and
Fimally arrived at this sacred ground where Puteri Guoung Ledang
ireads. He confronts challenges pregnant with symbols:

Puteri Gunung Ledany rested the limit of the Sultan’s power by
setting tusks which séem impossible for ordinary mortals. She
requested o golden and silver bridge linking Malacca fo the summit of
Gunung Ledang, seven oeays of the hearts of mosquitoes, seven irays of
the hearts of mites, 4 vat of young areca nut water and a vat of tears,
All these requests, the Buler was repdy to fulfil but ber final request of
a cup of blood of his own child, he could not. !

Thus, Puteri Gumwung Ledang - the "Kuneng-kuning Gununy Ledang™
remuiing the unfulliled desire of any morial and the human realities
are delicately portrayed in this enchanting legend.



The Scenes

Pari [

Scene I - High om top of a mist shrouded Gunmung Ledang where
the witers of life is touched by the gentle winds and l by couniless
ireflies, is the sacred grownd of the ependary Puterd Limumng | |-:|.|r||!|

Thie glivw of the fireflies radiates lights thar throb in the nighi
beckoning Puter Cunung Ledang to show herself. The enchanting
jewel of the mountain arrives with the playlful winds and from that
miontaln abode she sends her presence down the slope o the peoples

ol the plains, the istands and the seas

Scene 2 « In the maritime kingdom of Malacea, Soltan Monsus
relgned over a viast empire. His court included consorts from the
celestiil empire and the island Java. He was served by the greatest of
the Malay warriors, Hang Tuah and his trusted (tiends. There was no
olbeT Empice in the a |i-|.-l lagn that eould rival Malacea's brilliano
P Sulian’s wish was always a realiny

Lesnmming over the plains where the Malacca Port was nestled is
Lunung Lediang who is about to test the strengih of Malacca, Sultan
Monsur, while in deep sleep is touched by the mountain breeze, This
triggers oll a dream where e meets Puter Guoung Ledany and he
mmiediately recoimises thot (7 be weds her be will be remembered as
the greilest niler in the annals of history, Driven by ymbition and
lEntasy the amorous mler pursues the enchanting ewel of the
mourtmin, lepving behind a trall of evidencs

His tanrasy world is rudely shattered by his fwo consorts, Paterd
dwa and Puter] China who both sense that they will lose him. Even thi
pleas of his beloved som would not stap his ohsession from fulfilling
itself

He sumamions his court and instrects Hang Taah 1o follow the path
ol the wind into Gunung Ledamg in search of 8 princess that bewitched

]
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Scene 3 - Gunung Ledang is empowered o create lusions 1o
prodect itsell trom (he unweloome intruders who are about 1o viclate
her sacred grounds, It ks into this world thar Hang Tuah, Tun Mamad
and Sang Setla journeyed w fulfil the command 1o the Sultan, secking
hier hand in mactiage. They carmied with them the Sulian’s keris
representing himsel

Ry were walcheid by the puardians of the mountain who
ecasisnally revealed themselvies as images in the mind's eve of the
Imiruders

Hang Toah and ks rrusted (dends feel that they hove epternd Iftn
a garcen wihere Puter] Gunung Ledang is with her court maldens
Further up the mountains they next stumble into the groonds where
the followers of Puter Gunung Ledang danced out the oet of loyvalty
Mover Defore sd Hang Tuah, Tun Mamed and Sang Setia experienoed




Part 2

Scene 4 Dieep in the Iorest of the sacred mountain, Hang Tuah
jpoes into meditation to understand life and awails for a sign from
nature, Convinced that he is dealing with the fundamentals of life that
poes bevond material culiure, be instructs Tun Mamad to continue the
search

Scene 5+ Tun Mamad journevs on and unveils a presence il
Fed Che abiliry to chandie feom grace (0 gwesome [ury, On the verge of
exhaustion he secs an aped woman, Nenek Kebayan and in a blink ol
an eye he sees Puler] Gunung Ledang hersell, llusions are alive on the
mountaln. Nenek Kebayan sets the conditions [or the martiage of

Puteri Guonong Dedang o Sultan Mansuar

Seene b - In the court of Malacca, Evervone was mobilised o
prepare the gilvs that would dely ordinary martals, There was one
request that remalned anfulfilled, o cup of blood of his beloved won
Monetheless, the mighty Malecenn ruler proceeded towards his heart's

Scene 7 o« Om the sacred groonds, the preliminary rituals lesding
10 the Torthcoming marmiage procecds in camesi. Each ol the giits ar
Closels Inspectid by the poardisn St of the mountain

sutltan Mansur had matched all but one of the terms set by Nenek
Kehayan. The guardian spirit was outraged by the audacity of the gifi
benrers who dared i appear belore thiem withood mdring ail th
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Sultan Mansur was mocked for his lost of honour and was tested o
produce a cup of Blood rom his son

e Eaflure of the Maladcan empire 0 this guest lor marriage (s o

iriumph of neture over the worldly wants of mankind



